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CELEBRATING KATI, THE
FRIEND, COLLEAGUE AND
EDITOR

Judit Regenye

Celebrating Katalin T. Biro — known as TBK to her
friends and colleagues — with a volume devoted to
archaeometry was an evident idea and we strongly
hope that will be a source of great joy to the celebre.
Compiling a book on petroarchaeology would have
also been appropriate as her oeuvre in that disci-
pline is likewise invaluable.

At the beginning of her career, identifying the raw
material of stone tools was not an indispensable part
of archaeological analysis, especially not in post-
Palaeolithic research. Kati's studies in geology and
her early interest in the Palaeolithic, however, have
led her to include neolithic stone tools in this type of
inquiry. Fortunately, leaders of the State Geologi-
cal Survey of Hungary (MAFI) were committed to
promoting interdisciplinary research at the time and
supported this type of work in major ways. However,
changes in the institutions leadership resulted in
weakening the positive attitude toward archaeology,
thus Kati became interested in informatics. In fact,
this volume could be a collection of IT studies as
well, as developing information systems in Hungar-
ian museums could not be discussed without men-
tioning the acronym: TBK. The years spent at the
Central Directorate of Museums and Department of
Informatics of the Hungarian National Museum (a
unit she subsequently headed) were the early years
of implementing IT in Hungarian museums. Muse-
ums in the countryside were connected to a network
and everybody studied DataEase, the database pro-
gram recommended to museums. During the cen-
trally organized courses she taught colleagues had
to memorize the name of Kati's cat, Tina, who was
immortalized in the form of the password. Kati also
played a leading role in the preparation and na-
tionwide promotion of Statutory Rule no. 20/2002,
concerned with the use of informatics in museum
inventories.

Our joint work began in these happy and peaceful
times in the survey area of the Veszprém museum,
the Bakony Hills. We had already known each other
for a while: both of us were archaeology students al-
though at different universities — Kati at the Lorand
Eétvés University in Budapest, myself at the Attila
Jozsef University in Szeged. We first met at the ex-
cavation directed by Julia Széndszky and Gyorgy
Goldman in Battonya, southeast Hungary. The Bat-
tonya excavations have gained historic significance
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KATI, A BARATUNK, KOLLE-
GANK ES SZERKESZTONK
KOSZONTESERE

Regenye Judit

TBK-t archacometriai kdtettel kdszonteni — maga-
tol értetddd gondolat és reményeink szerint Oro-
met okoz. Persze éppugy felmeriilhetett volna a
petroarchaeoldgiai kotet dtlete, azon a tertileten nem
kevésbé eléviilhetetlenek az érdemei.

Palyaja kezdetén a konyersanyag-azonositas a ré-
gészeti kutatasnak nem volt még elengedhetetlen
része, a paleolitikumot kdvetd korok tekintetében
semmiképp. Geologiai tanulmanyai, a paleolitikum
iranti kezdeti érdeklddése vezették arra, hogy a neo-
litikus kéeszkozok vizsgalatat ebbe az iranyba bo-
vitse. A Magyar Allami Foldtani Intézetnél (MAFT)
akkoriban a vezetés interdiszciplinaris elkotelezett-
ségének hala, komoly lehetdség adodott az ilyen
tipusti munkakra. Késébb, a MAFI vezetésében és
ennek kovetkeztében az intézet régészet iranti elko-
telezettségében beallt valtozas miatt kitérdt tett az
informatika felé. Tehat lehetne ez éppenséggel egy
informatikai kotet is, mert a mizeumi informatikarol
sem lehet besz€lni nevének emlitése nélkiil. A Koz-
ponti Mlzeumi Igazgatdsagnal (Konyves Kalman
krt.) és a Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum informatikai
foosztalyan toltott évei, utdbbinak vezetése egybe-
esnek a hazai miuzeumi informatika hdskoraval. Ak-
kortajt épiiltek ki a vidéki mizeumokban a haléza-
tok, tanulta mindenki a DataEase adatbazis kezelését
az altala szervezett kdzponti tovabbképzéseken, és
ismerkedett meg mindenki TBK aktualis macskaja-
nak (Tina) nevével, 1évén az a jelsz6. A 20/2002.
évi mizeumi informatikai- nyilvantartasi rendelet
elokészitésében, majd annak orszdgos megismerte-
tésében vezérszerepet jatszott.

K6z6s munkank ezekben a boldog békeidékben kez-
doédott a veszprémi muzeum gyujtéteriiletén, a Ba-
konyban. Ismeretségiink még régebbi, mindketten
régészhallgatok voltunk — Katalin az ELTE, joma-
gam a JATE hallgatoja — els6 talalkozasunk idején
Szénaszky Julia és Goldman Gyorgy battonyai asa-
tasan. Tudomanytorténeti jelentdségiick a battonyai
asatasok, a ma, a neolitikummal foglalkoz6 régé-
szeknek ez a generacioja nyaranta ott talalkozott.
A veszprémi muzeum régészeti gylijteménye igen
gazdag felszinen gyiijtott neolitikus kéeszkozokben,
elég csak a Vazsonyi-medencére utalni. A kényers-
anyag forrasa a ma mar ikonikus névnek szamito
szentgali Ttizkdves-hegy volt. A nyersanyag geolo-
giai azonositasat kovetden a kitermelShely lokaliza-
lasa majd feltarasa kovetkezett az 1980-as évek els6
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1: Egyetemistaként, 2: eskiivd, 3: fiird6zés a Répcében (Gor, 1990), 4: Kiallitas megnyitd a veszprémi muzeum-
ban (1995), 5: bronzkoros konferencia kirandulasan a Bakonyban (1996), 6: Ajka—Palmajor (1997), 7: ISA kiran-
dulason, Csesznek (1998), 8: Kup—Egyes (2001), 9: a Hertelendi Ede emlékiilésen (2004), 10: Kisbalaton-projekt,
Vors hataraban (2004)

1: The university student, 2: wedding, 3: bathing in the Répce River at Gor (1990), 4: opening a museum exhibit
in Veszprém (1995), 5: excursion during a Bronze Age conference to the Bakony Hills (1996), 6: Ajka—Palmajor
(1997), 7: ISA excursion, Csesznek (1998), 8: Kup—Egyes (2001), 9: at the symposium in memory of Ede Her-
telendi (2004), 10: in the outskirts of Vors, Kisbalaton-Project (2004)
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as our generation of neolithic archaeologists met
there every summer.

The Archaeological Collections of the Veszprém mu-
seum are unusually rich in lithic finds gathered dur-
ing field walks in places such as the Vaizsony Basin.
The source of raw materials in this area was the so-
called Tiizkoves-hegy (Flintstone Hill) in Szentgdl.
Following the geological identification of the raw
material its quarry was localized and excavated dur-
ing the first half of the 1980s. Our first joint excava-
tion camps were set up in the side of Tiizkdves-hegy
under really hard, Spartan circumstances. It must be
noted that even after we could try more comfortable
venues, eventually we always moved back to this
camp in the outskirts. We conducted field work fo-
cusing on neolithic stone workshops for twenty years
in the Bakony Hill. First we surveyed the aforemen-
tioned Tiizkoves-hegy, then Lengyel culture settle-
ments in the surroundings of Szentgadl, Ajka and
Varoslod. Subsequently we carried on in Kup and
Nagytevel the fell within the survey area of the Papa
museum, whose director Gabor Ilon, an archaeolo-
gist, provided substantial help. We opened small test
trenches at these sites. Shortages of both time and
money precluded mayor excavations. Fortunately
we did not intend to fully excavate a single site, but
tried to map and interpret the range of activities in-
volved in quarrying lithic raw materials.

The approach and mentality adopted by TBK in
scholarly conduct was a genuine novelty in Hungar-
ian archaeology during the early 1980s. However,
it fit very well with research trends internationally.
This was clearly shown by the success of the confer-
ence organized in Siimeg in 1986 with the help of
Erzsébet Bacskay and Katalin Siman. The proceed-
ings, published in two volumes made us, traditional
archaeologists, recognize for the first time the im-
mense potential of studying lithic raw materials.
When discussing the identification of stone raw ma-
terials, the so-called Litotéka, a reference collection
of raw materials, organized by TBK in the Hungar-
ian national Museum must also be mentioned.

Results obtained during the first years of research
at Szentgal convinced us about the potential of this
research area. Relationships between settlements
of the Lengyel culture and the quarry of lithic raw
materials could be clearly outlined. Thus, beyond
questions of lithic technology a broader view of so-
cial dimensions could also be gained in relation to
this activity. TBK s exceptional intellect is very much
tuned to recognizing relationships between phenom-
ena. In this case too, she was keenly interested in the
location, influence and connections of manufactur-
ing centres since the very beginning.
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felében. A Tizkoves-hegy oldalaban voltak az elsé
kozos asatasi taboraink igazan kemény, spartai ko-
rilmények kozott. Meg kell jegyezni, hogy amikor
moddunk adédott a kényelmesebb taborozas kiproba-
lasara, rovid kisérlet utan inkabb visszakoltoztiink
a hatarba. Husz éven keresztiil kutattuk a Bakony
neolitikus mithelykorzeteit, eldszor a mar emlitett
Tlizkoves-hegyet és koriilotte a lengyeli kultura te-
lepiiléseit Szentgal, Ajka, Varosléd hataraban, majd
Kup ¢és Nagytevel — a papai muzeum gytjtéteriilete,
Ilon Gabor régész-igazgatd tamogatasaval — kovet-
kezett. Kisfeliiletti szondédkat nyitottunk. Sem az id6,
sem a pénz nem tette lehetévé a komolyabb feltarast,
mert nem egy leléhely anyagdnak begytijtésére tore-
kedtiink, hanem a kébanyaszathoz kapcsolodo tevé-
kenységek feltérképezésére, értelmezésére.

Az a megkozelités, szemléletmdd, amit TBK képvi-
selt, az 1980-as évek elején még ttdronek szamitott
a magyar régészetben, de jol illeszkedett a nemzet-
kozi kutatasi iranyokhoz. Ezt jol példazza az 1986-
ban Bacskay Erzsébettel és Siman Katalinnal egytitt
szervezett siimegi nemzetkdzi konferencia sikere.
A két kdtetben megjelent eléadasok el6szor szembe-
sitettek benniinket, hagyomanyos régészettel foglal-
kozokat a kdeszkozok vizsgalataban rejld lehetdsé-
gekkel. A kdeszkoz-nyersanyagok azonositasa terén
végzett munkdja kapcsan nem hagyhatjuk ki a kon-
ferencia hozadékaként a Nemzeti Muzeumban létre-
hozott Litotéka megszervezésében jatszott szerepét.

A szentgali feltarasok elsé éveinek eredményei
meggy6ztek benniinket arrol, hogy igéretes kutatési
lehetdséggel allunk szemben. Markansan kirajzo-
l6dott ugyanis a lengyeli kultura telepiiléseinek a
kitermel6helyhez valé kapcsolata. Lehetdség mutat-
kozott a kébanyaszat technologiai kérdésein tul a te-
vékenység tarsadalmi dimenzidinak megragadasara.
TBK kivételes intellektualis erejével dsszefiiggései-
ben szereti latni a dolgokat, itt is kezdettdl a mtihely-
centrumok helyzete, hatasa, kapcsolatai érdekelték.
A veszprémi muzeum régészeti gyujteményének
teljes kéanyagat attanulmanyozva, a feltarasi, terep-
bejarasi eredményeket hozzatéve képet kapott a ki-
termelés ¢és feldolgozas intenzitasardl. A banya és a
telepek viszonyat mar a felismert rendszerben értel-
mezve a veszprémi muzeumban 1995-ben kiallitast
rendeztiink Oskori iparvidék a Bakonyban cimmel.
Csupan érdekességként emlitem, hogy ezen a kialli-
tason jelent meg eldszor szamitogép interaktiv sze-
repben TBK o&tleteként és megvalodsitasaban.

Harom évvel késobb jelent meg kandidatusi disz-
szertacioja, a cime szerint az alfoldi neolitikumra
koncentralva, de dunantuli kitekintéssel. A kotetet
a magyarorszagi neolitikus kdeszkoz-kutatds ké-
zikonyvének tekinthetjiik. Az azota eltelt kozel két
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1: ISA konferencian, Zaragoza (2004), 2: esOsziinetben a nagyteveli asatason (2004), 3: Magyar-horvat TéT
egylittmiikodés, terepmunka Susac szigetén (2008), 4: kényersanyag csomagolasa Fels6orson (2009), 5: kébanya-
ban - Crna Draga (2009), 6: a kdszegi 0skoros konferencian (2009), 7: baratokkal Nagytevelen (2010), 8: Tatan
(2011), 9: Kolt6 Laszloval a MTA Archeometriai Albizottsaganak iilésén (2012), 10: pihendn a Matraban (2014)

1: ISA conference, Zaragoza (2004), 2: rainy day at the Nagytevel excavation (2004), 3: Hungarian-Croatian
Intergovernmental S&T Cooperation, field work SusSac island (2008), 4: packing lithic raw materials in Felso-
ors (2009), 5: in the quarry, Crna Draga (2009), 6: at the Kdszeg conference of prehistorians (2009), 7: among
friends in Nagytevel (2010), 8: In Tata (2011), 9: with Laszlo K&1t6 during the meeting of the Archacometry Sub-
Committee of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (2012), 10: resting in the Matra hills (2014)
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Having studied the entire collection of archaeo-
logical lithic materials in the Veszpréem museum
she compared her findings with data gained during
excavations and field walks concerning the intensi-
ties of quarrying and manufacturing. After the inter-
pretation of relationships between the lithic sources
and settlements we organized an exhibition in the
Veszprém museum in 1995 titled “Prehistoric indus-
trial landscape in the Bakony Hill”. It is worth not-
ing as a curiosity that his was the first exhibition in
Hungary where computers were given an interactive
role following the concept and execution by TBK.

Her dissertation for Academy candidature (equiva-
lent with a PhD at the time) was published three
vears later. Although that work focused on the Neo-
lithic of the Great Hungarian Plain in the east, how-
ever, Transdanubia in the west was considered as
well. This volume may thus be considered a hand-
book on the research of Neolithic stone tools in
Hungary. During the almost two decades this work
has been expanded almost to the entire Carpathian
Basin. TBK's role in this type of lithic research in
Croatia is especially worth mentioning.

In addition to her interest in the Neolithic, Kati’s
research also spanned subsequent centuries. It was
therefore not difficult to convince her that Bronze
Age lithic industries were also worth studying. Her
lectures and articles spanned that entire period
beginning with the Bell Beaker culture up to the
knapped and ground stone tools of the Late Bronze
Age. Lately she has also begun studying modern age
stone use in the form of mill-stones, surveying quar-
ries in the Matra hills with her volunteer team. Most
recently she has also joined an international project
led by the French researcher Pierre Petrequin which
studies the European sourcing and distribution of
jade axes. Thanks to Kati's enthusiastic and tireless
work the numbers of stone axes made from jade and
eclogite have multiplied during the last two years in
Hungary, having won additional international rec-
ognition to archaeometric research in Hungary.

As an organic component of the aforementioned pro-
jects Kati headed a Hungarian National Research
Fund project between 1998 and 2002. The product
of these four year was the “Raw Material Atlas” in
which she summarized data on the putative raw ma-
terials of non-metal artefacts and their provenances,
illustrated by a considerable body of photographs.
This net-based atlas, created at the turn of the 20th
and 21th century may be considered a world-wide
ground breaking enterprise of our discipline.

During the last decade of the past century Kati had
increasingly realized that archaeometry needs to be
promoted and recognized in Hungary. In connection
with this idea she managed to have the 31st Interna-
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évtizedben ez a munka kiterjedt a Karpat-medence
egészére. Kiilondsen a horvatorszagi ilyen iranyt
kutatasokban jatszott szerepét kell kiemelni.

Az Gjkékor mellett azonban érdeklédése a ko fel-
hasznalasanak késébbi évszazadaira is kiterjedt. igy
természetesen ra lehetett beszélni, hogy a bronzkori
kéeszkozokre is szanjon némi figyelmet! A harang-
edényesektdl a késé bronzkor pattintott és csiszolt
eszkdzeinek is szentelt néhany eldadast és tanul-
manyt. Ma mar az ujkori kéfejték, a malomkovagas
iranyaba is 1épett. Onkéntes munkatarsaival (;jabban
a Matra banyahelyeit faggatja. Legujabban pedig be-
kapcsolddott a francia kutato, Pierre Petrequin altal
vezetett, jade kobol késziilt baltak eurdpai elterjedé-
sét, illetve nyersanyaga felkutatasat célzé nemzetko-
zi projektbe. Kati kitartd és szivos munkaja révén
az elmult két évben megsokszorozodott a Magyar-
orszagon fellelt jade kobdl és eklogitbol késziilt ko-
baltak szama, ami ijabb nemzetkozi elismertséget
hozott a magyarorszagi archeometrianak.

A fentiekhez szervesen illeszkedik a Kati altal 1998—
2002-ben vezetett OTKA palyazat keretében létre-
hozott ,,Nyersanyag atlasz”, amely Magyarorszagon
¢és a kornyez0 teriileteken eléforduldé nem érces esz-
kozok és feltételezett nyersanyagaik addig ismert
adatait és el6fordulasat foglalta 6ssze jelentds szamu
fotoval is kiegészitve. Ez a 20-21. szdzad forduldjan
létrehozott internetes atlasz, akkortajt a szakmaban
még vilagszerte is Gttéronek szamitott.

A mult szazad 90-es éveiben Katiban egyre inkabb
megérlelodott a gondolat, hogy az archeometriat
hazankban minél szélesebb korben kellene terjesz-
teni és elismertté tenni. Ennek kapcsan elérte, hogy
1998-ben Magyarorszagon keriiljon megrendezésre
a ,,31st International Symposium on Archacometry”
(ISA) konferencia, ami az archeometridban tevé-
kenykedd kutatok nemzetkdzileg legrangosabb
talalkozoja. Igazan ekkor figyeltek fel kiilfoldon
a magyarorszagi archeometriai kutatasokra és az
archeometria terén ez alapozta meg jo hiriinket a
nagyvilagban. Tulajdonképpen ennek folyomanya
volt, hogy szintén Kati vezetésével megrendezhettiik
2007-ben a keramia archeometriat miiveldk legran-
gosabb eurodpai konferencigjat, az EMAC-ot (Euro-
pean Meeting on Ancient Ceramics).

Emellett TBK az archeometria oktatasat is sziviigyé-
nek tekintette. 1994 és 2006 kozott rendszeresen ta-
nitott a szombathelyi Berzsenyi Déniel Tanarképzé
Fdiskola régésztechnikus képzésén. 2001 tavaszan
pedig el6szor keriilt meghirdetésre az ELTE geolod-
gus szakos hallgatoi szamara ,,Az archeometria geo-
logiai vonatkozasai” cimu specialis kollégium, amit
Szakmany Gyorggyel egyiitt tartottak. Ezt késébb
a BSc-MSc rendszer bevezetésével a BSc Foldtu-
domany szakosok szamara tartott ,,Archeometria”
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tional Symposium on Archaeometry (ISA) organized
in Hungary in 1998. This event is the most prestig-
ious international meeting of researchers in archae-
ometry. It was this time that archaeometrical investi-
gations in Hungary received major attention abroad
contributing to our positive image in the world. As
a continuation of this trend in 2007 we had the op-
portunity to also organize the 9th European Meeting
on Ancient Ceramics (EMAC), the most important
European forum for scholars engaged in the archae-
ometry of ceramics.

In addition to these organizational achievements
TBK also participated in training archaeologists.
Between 1994 and 2006 she regularly held a course
for excavation technicians at the Daniel Berzsenyi
Teachers’ College in Szombathely. During the 2001
spring term the course titled “Geological aspects of
archaeometry” was taught for the first time at the
Department of Petrology and Geology at ELTE in
Budapest. She taught this course in cooperation with
Gyorgy Szakmany. Following the introduction of the
Bologna system in Hungary in which BSc and MSc
level tuition were separated, this course was sub-
divided into “Archaecometry” (BSc in geology) and
“The archaeometry of lithic tools, ceramics and met-
als” (MSc in geology). The latter was subsequently
incorporated into the MSc Programme in Ecology
in cooperation with Ferenc Molnar and Gabriella
Kiss. These courses helped launching the careeers of
several specialists in archaeometry. Moreover Kati
is a member of the Doctoral School in Geology, Fac-
ulty of Science, at the Lorand Eétvés University. She
delivered several courses on this forum on the his-
tory of various types of mineral raw materials. She
also supported the work of several graduate students
in archaeometry in the writing of their theses.

One of her most lasting contributions is the elec-
tronic journal titled Archeometriai Mhely. This net
publication, launched in 2004, was planned and cre-
ated and is run by her as editor-in-chief. The first
number was edited from the Hungarian papers and
posters presented at the 39th conference of ISA in
Zaragoza. Issues of the journal are usually edited
by major topics or compiled from the materials of
Archeometriai Mithely academic meetings organ-
ized by TBK herself or other scholarly symposia. As
an acknowledgement of the journal's high standing,
however, an increasing number of authors submit
manuscripts on a variety of independent topics in
archaeometry. Notably, the journal has been regis-
tered with Scopus. Technical editing is carried out
by Kati herself.

Indubitably, Hungarian archaeology has a lot to
thank to Katalin T. Biré — and the story is not over
vet! We wish her a happy 60th birthday with this spe-
cial issue of the journal she initiated.

HU ISSN 1786-271X; urn: nbn: hu-4106 © by the author(s)

valamint az MSc Geologusok szamara meghirdetett
,,K6eszkozok, keramiak és fémek archeometriaja”
targyak valtottak fel. Ez utobbi Molnar Ferenc, illet-
ve Kiss Gabriella kortemiikodésével késdbb a Kor-
nyezettan MSc szakba is beépiilt. Ezek a kurzusok
szamos, ma mar elismert archeometriaval foglalkozo
szakembert inditottak el ezen az Gton. Emellett Kati
tagja az ELTE TTK Foldtudomanyi Doktori Iskola-
jénak, amelyben tobb kurzust is tartott a kiillonb6zo
tipusu asvanyi nyersanyagok torténete témakorben.
Tovabba szamos archeometriai témat valasztd6 MSc
diplomamunkazét és PhD hallgaté munkajat segitet-
te.

Az egyik legmaradandobb alkotasa a 2004-ben in-
dult Archeometriai Mihely cimi elektronikus, in-
terneten mindenki szamara elérhetd folyoirat meg-
tervezése, létrehozasa és fOszerkesztése. Az elso
szam az ISA Zaragozaban tartott konferenciajanak
magyar eldadésai-poszterei anyagabol allt 6ssze. Az
altalaban tematikus szamok egy-egy szintén TBK
altal szervezett Archeometriai Miihely eldadéiilés,
illetve mas eldaddiilések anyagabol allnak Ossze.
A folydirat rangjanak elismeréseként azonban egy-
re gyakrabban kiildenek be a szerzok onalldéan, mas
archeometriai témakbol is kéziratokat, nem beszélve
arrol, hogy a folyoiratot mar a Scopus is jegyzi. Kati
az egyes szamok technikai szerkesztését is sajat ke-
zlleg végzi.

A magyar régészet sokat koszonhet T. Biré Katalin-
nak, ez vitan feliil all — és még nincs vége!

Ezzel a szammal kivanunk Neki boldog 60. sziile-
tésnapot!





