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The investigation of the raw material of polished stone artefacts is a relatively recent and fast 
developing field within Hungarian petroarchaeology. Following pioneering efforts, the 
intensive study of polished stone tool raw materials started around the turn of the 20th /21st 
century. With the help of special, already historical, „collections” in Hungarian museums and 
investigation of special sites with considerable amount of „stone axes”, most important local 
resources were located and studied in details. The international project IGCP-442, initiated 
and lead by Dusan Hovorka was especially useful in this respect. It became obvious that 
polished stone tools are often made of very specific and fairly rare rocks belonging to the 
range of Long Distance (>200 km), even Extra Long Distance (>500 km) goods. In the 
meantime, in Western parts of Europe, P. Pétrequin and his team reached fabulous results in 
locating and analysing Alpine jadeite axes, probably the largest network in European 
Neolithic exchange system. JADE2 program was initiated to complete the information 
available on the Eastern (and south-eastern) fringes of the distribution area. The initiated 
project happily coincided with recent developments in Hungarian petroarchaeology. 
JADE2 offers the possibility to survey and analyse greenstone axes, mainly nephrite and 
jadeitite/omphacitite axes in museums as well as private collections. The current presentation 
will summarise state of art in hope of generating further interest in the subject. 
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