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1956. marcius 22-én Gyorben sziiletett. ,,Régész,
muzeumigazgatd, human térinformatikus, drokség-
védelmi kozigazgatasi szakember... Gergely Valé-
ridval kotott hazassagabdl sziiletett fiai: Benedek
(1985) szamitastechnikus Godon, Andras (1986)
pedagdgus Bécsben.” Olvashatjuk e szikar szavakat
a Magyar muzeumi arcképcsarnok lapjain.

Nézziik meg azonban mindezeket részleteiben és
kicsit az emberi oldalat is!

Altaldnos iskolaba MénfScsanakon jart. Kozépis-
koldja a gy6ri Pattantyus-Abraham Géza Ipari
Szakkozépiskola volt, amelyet 1974-ben fejezett
be. Ekkorra mar bizonyosan eldontotte, hogy ré-
gész lesz. Két éven at a Budapesti Torténeti Muze-
um munkatarsa volt. Itt legfoképpen a Karolyi-
palotéban talalhat6 régészeti restaurator mithelyben
tevékenykedett, de ,technikusként” 4satason is
dolgozott. Mieldtt megkezdhette volna tanulma-
nyait az ELTE Régészeti Tanszékén, elofelvételis
sorkatonai szolgalatot az Alfoldon, Hodmezdva-
sarhelyen teljesitett. Egyetemi évei alatt a gyori
Xantus Janos Muzeumban technikusként tevékeny-
kedett. 1983-ban szerzett régész-muzeologus dip-
lomat. Szakdolgozatat, Hallstatt-kori halomsirok
Nagybaratin*cimmel poszthumusz e sorok szerzdje
rendezte sajto ala.

Régészként a legfontosabb munkahelye a moson-
magyarévari Hansagi Muzeum volt, amelyet 1983—
2000 kozott szolgalt. Kdzben az uj allandoé kiallitas
megnyitasaig, annak kataldogusa megjelenéséig
(1994%*) helyt allt. 1986—-1990 kozdtt a mizeum
igazgatdja volt. Tisztségétdl az Ml-es autopalya
feltarasanak koordinatori (ma projektvezetonek
mondanank) posztja miatt valt meg. E munka kap-
csan O és kozvetlen munkatarsai fektették le azon
alapok egy részét, amelyeken a mai napig a hazai
nagyberuhazasok régészete nyugszik.

Andras was born on March 22, 1956 in Gydr. According
to the terse words in the publication titled Portrait Hall
of Hungarian Museums, he was “archaeologist, museum
director, human geospatial scientist, specialist in the pub-
lic administration of heritage protection ... His sons were
born from his marriage to Valéria Gergely: Benedek
(1985) is a computer technician in God, Andras (1986) is
a teacher in Vienna.”

However, let us look at all this information in detail, elu-
cidating a little bit the human side.

Andras attended elementary school in Ménf6csanak. He
obtained secondary school education at the Pattantyus-
Abraham Géza Industrial School in the city of Gyér, a
vocational school he completed in 1974. By that time, he
had definitely decided to become an archaeologist. He
worked at the Budapest History Museum for two years.
He worked mainly in the downtown archaeological con-
servation workshop located in the Karolyi Palace. How-
ever, he also participated in excavations as a technician.
Before he could begin his studies at the Department of
Archaeology at the Eotvos Lorand University of Sci-
ences (ELTE) in Budapest, he completed his pre-
enlistment military service in Hoédmezdévasarhely, south-
east Hungary. During his university studies, Andras
worked as a technician at the Xéantus Janos Museum in
Gyor. He obtained his degree in archacology and muse-
ology in 1983. His thesis, titled Hallstatt Period burial
mounds in Nagybarati*, was edited for publication post-
humously by the author of this brief essay.

As an archaeologist, his most important workplace was
the Hansag Museum in Mosonmagyarévar, where he
served between 1983 and 2000. He remained in place at
this museum until the opening of the new permanent ex-
hibition and the publication of its catalogue (1994%*). Al-
though he served as the director of this museum between
1986-1990, he gave up his position when he became the
so-called coordinator (actually, chief executive officer)
of preventive excavations along the planned route of the
new M1 motorway leading to Vienna across the county.
In connection with this work, Andras and his closest col-
leagues laid some of the foundations on which develop-
ment-driven archaeology rests to this day.
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1. kép: Tlizoltoauto kosarabol készitett felvétel, Gyér—Szabadrét domb (Készitette: Figler Andras)

Figure 1: Photograph of settlement remains at Gy6r—Szabadrét domb (Taken from the bucket of a fire engine by Andras Figler)

Ebben az id6szakban emberi, szakmai és Orokség-
védelmi szempontbdl meghatarozé munkaja volt a
kajarpéci 1986 és 1990 kozotti, a Mivelddési Mi-
nisztérium és a Soros Alapitvany tamogatasaval
megvalositott ,,Kajarpéci honismereti tdbor” cimdi.

A projektben legfoképpen helyi €s muzeumi on-
kéntesek, egyetemi hallgatok, koztik késobbi
munkatarsai vettek részt. Koziilik néhanyan
(Dominkovits Péter, Kottmayer Tibor, Perger Gyu-
la) e kdnyv szerzoi.

Vidéki kismuzeum terepen mozgd régészeként az
ujkokortol az ujkorig mindent asott. Ezek el6l
kitérni sem tudott, de nem is akart. Az M1-es auto-
palya nyomvonaldnak 1995-ig tartd megel6z6
feltarassorozata komoly szakmai kihivast jelentett.
Itt nem csak a targyalastechnika és a finanszirozas
csinjat-binjat sajatitotta el, de képviselte elsdként
eredményesen a tudomanyt a minisztériumok, az
allami beruhazo és a kivitelezok korében. Kivaldan
szervezte meg a feltardi tevékenységet a terepi
munkatol a raktarozasig. A nagy volumenii szak-
mai kihivasra Onképzéssel is reagalt. A projekt
kozben, maga is asatasokat vezetve (1.Kkép), az
els6 hazai régészek egyikeként a budapesti Miisza-
ki Egyetem Epitémérnoki Karan 1996-98-ban
levelezd tagozaton végezte el a human szamitas-
technika szakot. Ejszakanként és kés6bb, hivatali
évei soran épitette feltarasainak térinformatikai
adatbazisait. Mindezeket az innovaciokat és tapasz-
talatait a szombathelyi Berzsenyi Déaniel Tanarkép-
z0 Foiskola régésztechnikus képzésén éveken at
tanitotta.

16

During this period, his own project, decisive from a hu-
man, professional and heritage protection perspective,
was the “Kajarpéc Heritage Awareness Camp”, in the
village of Kajarpéc between 1986-1990. This series of
events was run with the support of the Ministry of Cul-
ture and the Soros Foundation. It was mainly attended by
local and museum volunteers, university students, in-
cluding his later colleagues.

Some of them (Péter Dominkovits, Tibor Kottmayer,
Gyula Perger) are contributors to this volume.

As a field archaeologist of a small museum in the coun-
tryside, Andras had to excavate sites of all ages, from the
Neolithic to the Early Modern Age. He could not avoid
this mixture of archaeological periods, but he did not
even want to. The series of preventive excavations along
the route of the M1 motorway lasted until 1995, repre-
senting a serious professional task. Here, Andras not
only mastered the ins and outs of negotiation techniques
and financing, but was also the first to successfully rep-
resent academic insight among ministries, state investors
and contractors. He excellently organized the process
from field work to storage.

Andréas also responded to the large-scale professional
challenge with continued education. During the project,
while leading excavations himself (Figure 1), he gradu-
ated at the Faculty of Civil Engineering of the Budapest
University of Technology in 1996-1998 via correspon-
dence. Thus, he became one of the first Hungarian ar-
chaeologists holding a degree in computer science for the
humanities. With his newly acquired skill set, Andras
built the geospatial databases of his own excavations at
night, keeping up with daily field work. He continued
this work later, during his years in office. He taught all
these innovations and shared his working experience for
years in the training of archaeological technicians at the
Berzsenyi Daniel Teacher Training College in Szom-
bathely.
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2. kép: Idoltoredékek és rekonstrukciojuk, Gyér—Szabadrét domb, 9/163. A jelenség (Ughy Istvan rajzait Figler

Andras szerkesztette)

Figure 2: Idol fragments and their reconstruction from Gy6r—Szabadrét domb, Feature 9/163 A (Drawings by

Istvan Ughy, edited by Andras Figler)

Elsédleges kutatasi teriilete az Odskor volt. Ezen
beliil kiilondsen a Kisalfold 6skora és a korai
bronzkor érdekelte. A zalaegerszegi muzeumban
rendezett 1992. évi nemzetkozi konferencian tartott
el6adasa, amely annak kotetében kiadasra kerdilt,
maig alapmii a Nyugat-Dunantal bronzkoranak
megértéséhez. Ugyanakkor az idok szavat és az
6nid6 gyors mulasat megértve a bronzkor tovabbi
periddusaiba tartozo feltarsait is publikalni kezdte
(1996*). Kozben rajzoltatott (2. kép), allatcsonto-
kat hataroztatott meg, de nagy szériakban radiokar-
bon kormeghatarozasokat is rendelt. Talajtani vizs-
galatokat szintén végeztetett. Vagyis nem allt Tole
tavol az ember természettudomanyos megkozelité-
se. Szivesen engedett teret és vont be masokat (pl.
Bartosiewicz Laszlo, Fiileky Gyorgy — 1997%)
anyagainak kozzétételébe. Természetesen a rézkor
régios fehér foltjat is igyekezett szinesiteni. Nem
utolso sorban egy agyagkiirt és szamos idol, érde-
kes jelenségek ¢és hatalmas hazak jelentették a
kihivas targyat. 1998-2002 kozott OTKA tamoga-
tassal végezte a gy6ri Szabadrét dombon eldkertilt
Gskori telepiilések feldolgozasat, amelynek kora
rézkori periodusat tarsszerzvel (hajdani egyetemi
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The primary research topic of Andras was prehistory.
Within this, he was particularly interested in the prehis-
tory and early Bronze Age of the Small Hungarian Plain,
his immediate research area. His presentation at the 1992
international conference held at the Zalaegerszeg Mu-
seum, published in the proceedings of the meeting, is
still a ground-laying work for understanding the Bronze
Age of Western Transdanubia. At the same time, react-
ing to the word of time and the rapid passage of his own
life, he began to publish his excavations belonging to the
other periods of the Bronze Age (1996*). In the mean-
time, he had drawings made (Figure 2), animal bones
identified, and also commissioned large series of radio-
carbon datings. He also had pedological investigations
carried out. In other words, he stood for a natural scien-
tific approach to the human past. He willingly gave space
and involved fellow scholars (e.g. Laszloé Bartosiewicz,
Gyorgy Fiileky — 1997%*) in publishing his materials. Of
course, he also tried to color a white spot in regional ar-
chaeology: the Copper Age. Not least, a clay horn and
several idols, interesting settlement phenomena and large
houses were the subject of these investigations. Between
1998-2002, he processed the prehistoric settlements dis-
covered on the Szabadrét hill in Gy6r with support by the
National Scientific Research Fund (OTKA). He also co-
authored a study on the Early Copper Age component of
this site with his former university colleague, Zsuzsanna



In memoriam Figler Andras — Ilon Gdbor, In memoriam...

csoporttarsaval, M. Virdg Zsuzsanna — 2007%*) irta
meg.

Legfontosabb asatasai voltak: Kajarpéc—Pokolfa-
domb; Gyo6r—Ménfécsanak, Szeles-dilo; Gyoér—
Szabadrét domb; Gyo6r—Fovenyes-domb; Abda,
Harmasok; Borcs—Paphomlok; Mosonszentmiklds—
Palmajor; Mosonszentmiklos—Lednice-domb, He-
gyeshalom—Holdas-szantok-diilé, M15 autopalya
anyagnyer0 hely.

A feltarasain eldkeriilt hatalmas mennyiségii lelet-
anyag dontod tobbsége sajnos maig feldolgozatlan, a
szakma el6tt ismeretlen. Ebben nem kevés szenza-
cios targy akad. Az egyik legizgalmasabbat, a fen-
tebb mar emlitett mosonszentmiklosi Palmajor
telepiilésén talalt lengyeli kora agyagkiirtdt csak
nemrég publikaltak.

A 2000-es év ismét fordulopontot hozott Andras
életében. A Kulturalis Orokség Igazgatosiga (azaz
KOI) Szombathelyi Regionélis Irodajanak szep-
tembertdl lett elsd, alapitd, kirendeltség-vezetdje.
Ez a megbizéds ismét uj feladatok elé allitotta, ra-
adasul egy 1j intézményi részstruktarat is ki kellett
alakitania a régidoban. E kihivasokra a Téle meg-
szokott magas szinvonalon valaszolt. Ekkor a csa-
ladi életében ugyancsak meghatarozd valtozas
tortént: elvalt. 2001-t61 ujbol megvaltozott keretek
kozott mar a régészet, a miiemlékvédelem és a
miitargyak iigyeiben is illetékes Kulturalis Orok-
ségvédelmi Hivatal (vagyis KOH) Nyugat-
dunantili Irodajat vezette. Ez tiz, kemény munka-
val toltott, konfliktusokkal és stresszel teli évet
jelentett. Andras kovetkezetes, bator, szokimondo,
ellentmondast nem tlir6, elkotelezetten 6rokségve-
do, hatarozott vezetoként tette a dolgat.

Tagja volt a Pulszky Tarsasag - Magyar Muzeumi
Egyesiiletnek, a Nyugat-Dunantili Regionalis
Fejlesztési Tanacsnak és a régio Kozkincs Bizott-
saganak. Egyik kezdeményezbje és alapitd tagja
volt a Magyar Régész Szovetségnek, amelybol
2009-ben, annak tehetetlensége miatt kidbrandultan
lépett ki.

Munkajat a hivatalos korok igen sziikmarkuan
jutalmaztak. Minddssze 1986: Kivalé Tarsadalmi
Munkéért, Hazafias Népfront; 1988: Kivalé Mun-
kaért, Miniszteri Dicséré Oklevél. Ezen tal csak
egy civil szervezet, a Varos- és Faluvédék Szovet-
sége ¢érezte annak sziikségét, hogy Andrasnak
2006-ban Hungaria Nostra — Podmaniczky-dijat
adomanyozzon, mondvan: ,,4A KOH Soproni Iroda-
janak vezetdjeként kiemelkedS szerepet jatszik a
nyugat-dunantuli régioban az épitett orékseg meg-
Orzésében.”

2010. jinius 10-én a szombathelyi korhazban hunyt

el. Gyér—Ménfbcsanakon, a csanakfalusi temetoben
nyugszik.
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M. Virag (2007*).

The most important excavations led by Andras were
those at Kajarpéc—Pokolfa-domb, Gyér—Menfécsanak—
Szeles-diilé, Gyor—Szabadrét domb, Gydér-Fovenyes-
domb, Abda—Héarmasok, Borcs—Paphomlok, Moson-
szentmiklés—Palmajor, Mosonszentmiklos—Lednice-
domb, Hegyeshalom—Holdas-szantok-diil6, and the M15
motorway material quarry.

Unfortunately, the vast majority of the finds unearthed
during his excavations are still unprocessed and thus re-
main unknown to the profession. These materials contain
quite a few objects of outstanding interest. One of the
most exciting finds, the aforementioned clay horn from
the Lengyel period of Palmajor in Mosonszentmiklos,
was published only recently.

The year 2000 brought another turning point in Andras’s
life. He became the founding, branch manager of the
Szombathely Regional Office of the Directorate of Cul-
tural Heritage (KOI) in September. This assignment once
again presented him with new tasks, and he also had to
develop a new institutional sub-structure in the region.
He responded to these challenges at his usual high level.
At that time, a decisive change also occurred in his fam-
ily life: he divorced. From 2001, within a new frame-
work, he headed the Western Transdanubian branch of
the Cultural Heritage Office (KOH), with competence in
the matters of archacology, monument protection and the
curation of artefacts. This brought a decade of hard work,
full of conflicts and stress. Andrés did his job as a con-
sistent, courageous, outspoken and determined leader, in-
tolerant of contradiction, fully committed to heritage pro-
tection.

He was a member of the Pulszky Society - Hungarian
Museum Association, the West Transdanubian Regional
Development Council and the region’s Public Heritage
Committee. He was one of the initiators and founding
members of the Hungarian Archaeological Association,
which he left in 2009, disappointed by its inaction.

His work was rewarded very sparingly by official circles.
These included an award by the Patriotic People's Front
“For Excellent Social Work” (1986) and the Ministerial
Commendation “For Excellent Work” (1988). In addi-
tion, a single non-governmental organization, the Asso-
ciation for the Protection of Towns and Villages, felt the
need to grant Andras the “Hungaria Nostra — Podma-
niczky Award” (2006). According to the written lauda-
tion: “As the head of the Sopron office of the Cultural
Heritage Office, he plays an outstanding role in the pres-
ervation of built heritage in the West Transdanubian re-
gion.”

Andras passed away on June 10, 2010, in the hospital in
Szombathely. He was laid to rest in the Csanakfalu
cemetery of Gyér—Ménf6csanak.
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*Az igy megjelolt publikaciok teljes cimleirasat
Perjés Dorottya e kotetben megtalalhatd bibliogra-
fiaja tartalmazza.
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*The full description of the publications marked by
asterisks is included in the bibliography of Doroty-
tya Perjés found in this volume.

archaeologist and friend, Andras Figler (1956—
2010)]. Arrabona 48/2 345-350.
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